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Introduction 
 

Our Cloud Forest Birds of Northwest Ecuador is a nice introduction to the Andean-Chocó region. The Chocó Endemic Bird Area supports the 

largest number of restricted range birds of any EBA in the Americas with over 50 species being endemic to the area. In a week time we bird 

different elevations ranging from 3500m to 400m. We target a wide range of bird species and visit a good set of different habitats. The tour is 

based at Reserva Las Gralarias which has over 400 hectares of cloud forest and a comfortable guesthouse. Las Gralarias is located in the 

Mindo region which is one of the Important Bird Areas (IBA) in Ecuador. 

 

Tour itinerary 

22 January - Quito → Yanacocha → Nono-Mindo road → Reserva Las Gralarias 

23 January - Reserva Las Gralarias 

24 January - Milpe Bird Sanctuary 

25 January - Rio Silanche Bird Sanctuary 

26 January - Bosque Protector Mashpi 

27 January - Refugio Paz de las Aves → Mindo Valley 

28 January - Bellavista → Tandayapa Valley → Calacali → Quito 
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Species List of Birds 

The taxonomy of this list follows:  Ridgely, R.S. & Greenfield, P.J. (2006). Aves del Ecuador, Vol I. Quito: Colibri Digital 
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 Berlepsch's Tinamou Crypturellus  berlepschi       X       
 Little Tinamou Crypturellus  soui       ♫       
 Sickle-winged Guan Chamaepetes  goudotii     X     X   
 Andean Guan Penelope  montagnii X             
 Crested Guan Penelope  purpurascens         X     
 Dark-backed Wood-Quail Odontophorus  melanonotus   ♫ ♫     X   
 Striated Heron Butorides  striata       X       
 Cattle Egret Bubulcus  ibis     X X   X   
 Snowy Egret Egretta  thula       X       
 Turkey Vulture Cathartes  aura   X X X   X X 
 Black Vulture Coragyps  atratus     X X   X X 
 Gray-headed Kite Leptodon  cayanensis       X       
 Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides  forficatus       X       
 Double-toothed Kite Harpagus  bidentatus       X       
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 Plain-breasted Hawk Accipiter  ventralis   X           
 Barred Hawk Leucopternis  princeps   X           
 Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus  melanoleucus             X 
 Roadside Hawk Buteo  magnirostris     X X   X X 
 Broad-winged Hawk Buteo  platypterus     X     X   
 Short-tailed Hawk Buteo  brachyurus           X   
 Black-and-chestnut Eagle Spizaetus  isidori             X 
 Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres  cachinnans       X       
 Barred Forest-Falcon Micrastur  ruficollis           ♫   
 American Kestrel Falco  sparverius             X 
 White-throated Crake Laterallus  albigularis       ♫   ♫   
 Spotted Sandpiper Actitis  macularius           X   
 Common Ground-Dove Columbina  passerina             X 
 Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas  fasciata X   X         
 Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas  cayennensis       X       
 Plumbeous Pigeon Patagioenas  plumbea         X     
 Ruddy Pigeon Patagioenas  subvinacea     ♫ X       
 Dusky Pigeon Patagioenas  goodsoni         ♫     
 Eared Dove Zenaida  auriculata X           X 
 White-tipped Dove Leptotila  verreauxi     X X       
 Pallid Dove Leptotila  pallida       X       
 White-throated Quail-Dove Geotrygon  frenata   X           
 Red-masked Parakeet Aratinga  erythrogenys       X       
 Maroon-tailed Parakeet Pyrrhura  melanura       X       
 Pacific Parrotlet Forpus  coelestis       X   X   
 Blue-fronted Parrotlet Touit  dilectissimus         X     
 Blue-headed Parrot Pionus  menstruus       X       
 Red-billed Parrot Pionus  sordidus     ♫     X   
 Bronze-winged Parrot Pionus  chalcopterus     X X       
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 Little Cuckoo Coccycua  minuta       X       
 Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya  cayana     X X X     
 Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga  ani     X X   X   
 Striped Cuckoo Tapera  naevia       ♫       
 Andean Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium  jardinii ♫             
 Spot-fronted Swift Cypseloides  cherriei         X     
 White-collared Swift Streptoprocne  zonaris     X X   X   
 Gray-rumped Swift Chaetura  cinereiventris       X       
 Lesser Swallow-tailed Swift Panyptila  cayennensis       X       
 White-necked Jacobin Florisuga  mellivora     X         
 Band-tailed Barbthroat Threnetes  ruckeri       X       
 White-whiskered Hermit Phaethornis  yaruqui     X X X     
 Tawny-bellied Hermit Phaethornis  syrmatophorus   X       X X 
 Green-fronted Lancebill Doryfera  ludovicae         X     
 Wedge-billed Hummingbird Schistes  geoffroyi X       X   X 
 Brown Violetear Colibri  delphinae   X           
 Sparkling Violetear Colibri  coruscans             X 
 Purple-crowned Fairy Heliothryx  barroti       X       
 Gorgeted Sunangel Heliangelus  strophianus   X         X 
 Green Thorntail Discosura  conversii     X X X     
 Speckled Hummingbird Adelomyia  melanogenys   X X X X X   
 Violet-tailed Sylph Aglaiocercus  coelestis   X X X X X   
 Black-tailed Trainbearer Lesbia  victoriae X           X 
 Rainbow-bearded Thornbill Chalcostigma  herrani X             
 Tyrian Metaltail Metallura  tyrianthina X             
 Sapphire-vented Puffleg Eriocnemis  luciani X             
 Golden-breasted Puffleg Eriocnemis  mosquera X             
 Brown Inca Coeligena  wilsoni   X X   X X X 
 Collared Inca Coeligena  torquata   X           
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 Buff-winged Starfrontlet Coeligena  lutetiae X             
 Mountain Velvetbreast Lafresnaya  lafresnayi X             
 Sword-billed Hummingbird Ensifera  ensifera X             
 Great Sapphirewing Pterophanes  cyanopterus X             
 Buff-tailed Coronet Boissonneaua  flavescens   X X X X X   
 Velvet-purple Coronet Boissonneaua  jardini   X X X X X   
 Booted Racket-tail Ocreatus  underwoodii X       X X   
 Purple-bibbed Whitetip Urosticte  benjamini     X   X     
 Fawn-breasted Brilliant Heliodoxa  rubinoides X X X X X X   
 Green-crowned Brilliant Heliodoxa  jacula     X         
 Empress Brilliant Heliodoxa  imperatrix   X X X X X   
 Purple-throated Woodstar Calliphlox  mitchellii   X X X   X   
 Green-crowned Woodnymph Thalurania  fannyi     X         
 Rufous-tailed Hummingbird Amazilia  tzacatl   X X X X X   
 Andean Emerald Amazilia  franciae   X X X   X   
 Purple-chested Hummingbird Amazilia  rosenbergi       X       
 Violet-bellied Hummingbird Damophila  julie       X       
 Chocó Trogon Trogon  comptus     X         
 Western White-tailed Trogon Trogon  chionurus       X       
 Collared Trogon Trogon  collaris     X   X     
 Masked Trogon Trogon  personatus X X           
 Broad-billed Motmot Electron  platyrhynchum       X       
 Rufous Motmot Baryphthengus  martii     X X       
 White-whiskered Puffbird Malacoptila  panamensis     ♫   X     
 Red-headed Barbet Eubucco  bourcierii       X X   X 
 Toucan Barbet Semnornis  ramphastinus   X     ♫ X X 
 Chestnut-mandibled Toucan Ramphastos  swainsoni       ♫       
 Chocó Toucan Ramphastos  brevis     ♫ X       
 Crimson-rumped Toucanet Aulacorhynchus  haematopygus     X   X X   
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 Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan Andigena  laminirostris X X       ♫ X 
 Pale-mandibled Aracari Pteroglossus  erythropygius     X X       
 Black-cheeked Woodpecker Melanerpes  pucherani     X X       
 Bar-bellied Woodpecker Veniliornis  nigriceps X             
 Golden-olive Woodpecker Colaptes  rubiginosus       X X     
 Crimson-mantled Woodpecker Colaptes  rivolii   X           
 Cinnamon Woodpecker Celeus  loricatus       X       
 Powerful Woodpecker Campephilus  pollens X X           
 Pacific Hornero Furnarius  leucopus       X X X   
 Azara's Spinetail Synallaxis  azarae   ♫           
 Rufous Spinetail Synallaxis  unirufa             X 
 Slaty Spinetail Synallaxis  brachyura   ♫   ♫ ♫ X   
 White-browed Spinetail Hellmayrea  gularis ♫             
 Red-faced Spinetail Cranioleuca  erythrops   X X   X X X 
 Streak-backed Canastero Asthenes  wyatti             X 
 Spotted Barbtail Premnoplex  brunnescens   X     ♫   ♫ 
 Pearled Treerunner Margarornis  squamiger X X       X   
 Pacific Tuftedcheek Pseudocolaptes  lawrencii         X     
 Streaked Tuftedcheek Pseudocolaptes  boissonneautii X X         X 
 Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner Anabacerthia  variegaticeps     X         
 Lineated Foliage-gleaner Syndactyla  subalaris   X X   X     
 Western Woodhaunter Hyloctistes  virgatus       ♫       
 Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Philydor  rufum     X   ♫     
 Uniform Treehunter Thripadectes  ignobilis         ♫ ♫   
 Streak-capped Treehunter Thripadectes  virgaticeps           ♫   
 Plain Xenops Xenops  minutus     X         
 Streaked Xenops Xenops  rutilans       X       
 Plain-brown Woodcreeper Dendrocincla  fuliginosa     X X       
 Wedge-billed Woodcreeper Glyphorynchus  spirurus     X   X     
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 Strong-billed Woodcreeper Xiphocolaptes  promeropirhynchus   X X         
 Northern Barred-Woodcreeper Dendrocolaptes  sanctithomae       X       
 Black-striped Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus  lachrymosus       X       
 Spotted Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus  erythropygius     X         
 Streak-headed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes  souleyetii       X       
 Montane Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes  lacrymiger   X         X 
 Brown-billed Scythebill Campylorhamphus  pusillus         X     
 Uniform Antshrike Thamnophilus  unicolor           ♫   
 Checker-throated Antwren Epinecrophylla  fulviventris       X X     
 Pacific Antwren Myrmotherula  pacifica       ♫   X   
 Slaty Antwren Myrmotherula  schisticolor     X   X     
 Dot-winged Antwren Microrhopias  quixensis       X       
 Long-tailed Antbird Drymophila  caudata   X         ♫ 
 Chestnut-backed Antbird Myrmeciza  exsul       X       
 Esmeraldas Antbird Myrmeciza  nigricauda         ♫     
 Immaculate Antbird Myrmeciza  immaculata         ♫     
 Bicolored Antbird Gymnopithys  leucaspis       X       
 Black-headed Antthrush Formicarius  nigricapillus       ♫       
 Rufous-breasted Antthrush Formicarius  rufipectus         ♫     
 Undulated Antpitta Grallaria  squamigera ♫             
 Giant Antpitta Grallaria  gigantea           ♫   
 Moustached Antpitta Grallaria  alleni   ♫       ♫   
 Chestnut-crowned Antpitta Grallaria  ruficapilla             ♫ 
 Chestnut-naped Antpitta Grallaria  nuchalis ♫             
 Yellow-breasted Antpitta Grallaria  flavotincta   ♫       X   
 Rufous Antpitta Grallaria  rufula X             
 Tawny Antpitta Grallaria  quitensis X             
 Blackish Tapaculo Scytalopus  latrans ♫             
 Nariño Tapaculo Scytalopus  vicinior   X       X   
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 Spillmann's Tapaculo Scytalopus  spillmanni   X         X 
 Ocellated Tapaculo Acropternis  orthonyx ♫           X 
 Black-capped Tyrannulet Phyllomyias  nigrocapillus X             
 Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet Tyrannulus  elatus       X       
 Gray Elaenia Myiopagis  caniceps       X       
 Greenish Elaenia Myiopagis  viridicata     X         
 Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia  flavogaster       ♫   X   
 White-crested Elaenia Elaenia  albiceps X             
 Lesser Elaenia Elaenia  chiriquensis           X   
 Sierran Elaenia Elaenia  pallatangae             X 
 Brown-capped Tyrannulet Ornithion  brunneicapillus       ♫       
 Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet Camptostoma  obsoletum     ♫         
 White-tailed Tyrannulet Mecocerculus  poecilocercus   X       X X 
 White-banded Tyrannulet Mecocerculus  stictopterus X             
 White-throated Tyrannulet Mecocerculus  leucophrys X             
 Tufted Tit-Tyrant Anairetes  parulus             X 
 Torrent Tyrannulet Serpophaga  cinerea           X   
 Bronze-olive Pygmy-Tyrant Pseudotriccus  pelzelni         X     
 Chocó Tyrannulet Zimmerius  albigularis     X X       
 Streak-necked Flycatcher Mionectes  striaticollis   X         X 
 Olive-striped Flycatcher Mionectes  olivaceus     ♫         
 Slaty-capped Flycatcher Leptopogon  superciliaris       X X ♫   
 Ornate Flycatcher Myiotriccus  ornatus     X   X     
 Black-capped Pygmy-Tyrant Myiornis  atricapillus       X       
 Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant Lophotriccus  pileatus     X X X     
 Rufous-crowned Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus  ruficeps   X           
 Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum  cinereum       ♫   X   
 Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum  nigriceps       ♫ X     
 Yellow-margined Flatbill Tolmomyias  flavotectus       X       
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 Flavescent Flycatcher Myiophobus  flavicans   X           
 Bran-colored Flycatcher Myiophobus  fasciatus       X       
 Tawny-breasted Myiobius Myiobius  villosus     X   X     
 Sulphur-rumped Myiobius Myiobius  barbatus       X       
 Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher Terenotriccus  erythrurus       X       
 Cinnamon Flycatcher Pyrrhomyias  cinnamomeus           X ♫ 
 Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax  virescens     X ♫ ♫     
 Smoke-colored Pewee Contopus  fumigatus     X X X   ♫ 
 Western Wood-Pewee Contopus  sordidulus     X ♫       
 Black Phoebe Sayornis  nigricans X         X X 
 Masked Water-Tyrant Fluvicola  nengeta     X X       
 Crowned Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca  frontalis X             
 Piratic Flycatcher Legatus  leucophaius       X       
 Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes  cayanensis     X X       
 Golden-crowned Flycatcher Myiodynastes  chrysocephalus   X       ♫ ♫ 
 Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus  pitangua       ♫       
 Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus  melancholicus     X X X X X 
 Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus  tuberculifer   ♫ ♫ X   ♫   
 Bright-rumped Attila Attila  spadiceus       ♫       
 Red-crested Cotinga Ampelion  rubrocristatus X             
 Green-and-black Fruiteater Pipreola  riefferii   X         ♫ 
 Barred Fruiteater Pipreola  arcuata X             
 Orange-breasted Fruiteater Pipreola  jucunda         ♫     
 Scaled Fruiteater Ampelioides  tschudii           X   
 Andean Cock-of-the-rock Rupicola  peruvianus           X   
 Purple-throated Fruitcrow Querula  purpurata       X       
 Club-winged Manakin Machaeropterus  deliciosus     X         
 Blue-crowned Manakin Lepidothrix  coronata       ♫       
 White-bearded Manakin Manacus  manacus       X       
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 Masked Tityra Tityra  semifasciata       X       
 Thrush-like Schiffornis Schiffornis  turdina         X     
 Barred Becard Pachyramphus  versicolor   X         X 
 Cinnamon Becard Pachyramphus  cinnamomeus       ♫     X 
 Black-and-white Becard Pachyramphus  albogriseus     X         
 Black-billed Peppershrike Cyclarhis  nigrirostris         X     
 Brown-capped Vireo Vireo  leucophrys   X     X X X 
 Lesser Greenlet Hylophilus  decurtatus       X       
 Turquoise Jay Cyanolyca  turcosa X           ♫ 
 Beautiful Jay Cyanolyca  pulchra   ♫           
 Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon  cyanoleuca X X X X X X X 
 White-thighed Swallow Atticora  tibialis     X X       
 Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx  ruficollis     X X       
 Southern Nightingale Wren Microcerculus  marginatus       ♫ ♫     
 House Wren Troglodytes  aedon     X X X X   
 Mountain Wren Troglodytes  solstitialis   X           
 Band-backed Wren Campylorhynchus  zonatus       ♫       
 Plain-tailed Wren Thryothorus  euophrys             X 
 Bay Wren Thryothorus  nigricapillus     ♫ ♫ X     
 Rufous Wren Cinnycerthia  unirufa X             
 Sepia-brown (Sharpe's) Wren Cinnycerthia  olivascens   ♫         X 
 Gray-breasted Wood-Wren Henicorhina  leucophrys ♫ X ♫ ♫ ♫ X ♫ 
 Tawny-faced Gnatwren Microbates  cinereiventris     X   ♫     
 White-capped Dipper Cinclus  leucocephalus X         X   
 Andean Solitaire Myadestes  ralloides     X   ♫     
 Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush Catharus  fuscater   ♫           
 Swainson's Thrush Catharus  ustulatus     X         
 Black Solitaire Entomodestes  coracinus         ♫     
 Ecuadorian Thrush Turdus  maculirostris     X X   X   
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 Great Thrush Turdus  fuscater X           X 
 Tropical Mockingbird Mimus  gilvus             X 
 Paramo Pipit Anthus  bogotensis X             
 Superciliaried Hemispingus Hemispingus  superciliaris X             
 White-shouldered Tanager Tachyphonus  luctuosus       X       
 Tawny-crested Tanager Tachyphonus  delatrii       X       
 White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus  rufus       X       
 Lemon-rumped Tanager Ramphocelus  icteronotus     X X X X X 
 Blue-gray Tanager Thraupis  episcopus     X X   X X 
 Palm Tanager Thraupis  palmarum     X X       
 Blue-capped Tanager Thraupis  cyanocephala X X X     X   
 Moss-backed Tanager Bangsia  edwardsi         X     
 Hooded Mountain-Tanager Buthraupis  montana X           X 
 Black-chested Mountain-Tanager Buthraupis  eximia X             
 Scarlet-bellied Mountain-Tanager Anisognathus  igniventris X             
 Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager Anisognathus  somptuosus   X X X   X X 
 Black-chinned Mountain-Tanager Anisognathus  notabilis   X     X     
 Grass-green Tanager Chlorornis  riefferii X           X 
 Fawn-breasted Tanager Pipraeidea  melanonota   X       X   
 Glistening-green Tanager Chlorochrysa  phoenicotis         X     
 Golden-naped Tanager Tangara  ruficervix     X         
 Black-capped Tanager Tangara  heinei             X 
 Gray-and-gold Tanager Tangara  palmeri       X       
 Golden-hooded Tanager Tangara  larvata       X       
 Blue-necked Tanager Tangara  cyanicollis       X   X   
 Rufous-throated Tanager Tangara  rufigula     X   X     
 Blue-and-black Tanager Tangara  vassorii X             
 Beryl-spangled Tanager Tangara  nigroviridis   X       X   
 Bay-headed Tanager Tangara  gyrola     X X X X   
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 Flame-faced Tanager Tangara  parzudakii     X       X 
 Golden Tanager Tangara  arthus   X X X X X X 
 Silver-throated Tanager Tangara  icterocephala     X ♫ ♫     
 Yellow-tufted Dacnis Dacnis  egregia       X       
 Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes  caeruleus       X       
 Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes  spiza       X       
 Guira Tanager Hemithraupis  guira       X X     
 Blue-backed Conebill Conirostrum  sitticolor X             
 Capped Conebill Conirostrum  albifrons   X       X X 
 Glossy Flowerpiercer Diglossa  lafresnayii X             
 White-sided Flowerpiercer Diglossa  albilatera X X X     X X 
 Indigo Flowerpiercer Diglossa  indigotica         X     
 Masked Flowerpiercer Diglossa  cyanea X X X X   X   
 Dusky Bush-Tanager Chlorospingus  semifuscus   X X ♫   X X 
 Yellow-throated Bush-Tanager Chlorospingus  flavigularis     X   X     
 Dusky-faced Tanager Mitrospingus  cassinii       X       
 Bananaquit Coereba  flaveola     X X       
 Yellow-faced Grassquit Tiaris  olivaceus           X   
 Dull-colored Grassquit Tiaris  obscurus       X       
 Slate-colored Grosbeak Saltator  grossus         X     
 Buff-throated Saltator Saltator  maximus     X X X X   
 Black-winged Saltator Saltator  atripennis       X       
 Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia  capensis X X X X X X X 
 Ash-breasted Sierra-Finch Phrygilus  plebejus             X 
 Band-tailed Sierra-Finch Phrygilus  alaudinus             X 
 Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia  jacarina       X   X   
 Variable Seedeater Sporophila  corvina     X X   X   
 Black-and-white Seedeater Sporophila  luctuosa           X   
 Yellow-bellied Seedeater Sporophila  nigricollis       X   X   
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 Lesser Seed-Finch Oryzoborus  angolensis       X       
 Band-tailed Seedeater Catamenia  analis             X 
 Plain-colored Seedeater Catamenia  inornata X             
 Orange-billed Sparrow Arremon  aurantiirostris     X ♫       
 Chestnut-capped Brush-Finch Arremon  brunneinucha   X         X 
 Chocó Brush-Finch Atlapetes  crassus     X ♫       
 Rufous-naped Brush-Finch Atlapetes  latinuchus X             
 White-winged Brush-Finch Atlapetes  leucopterus             X 
 Summer Tanager Piranga  rubra     X         
 Ochre-breasted Tanager Chlorothraupis  stolzmanni     X         
 Southern Yellow Grosbeak Pheucticus  chrysogaster     X       X 
 Tropical Parula Parula  pitiayumi     X     X X 
 Blackburnian Warbler Dendroica  fusca     X   X   X 
 American Redstart Setophaga  ruticilla     X         
 Olive-crowned Yellowthroat Geothlypis  semiflava       ♫       
 Slate-throated Redstart Myioborus  miniatus   X X   X X   
 Spectacled Redstart Myioborus  melanocephalus X             
 Chocó Warbler Basileuterus  chlorophrys     X   X     
 Black-crested Warbler Basileuterus  nigrocristatus X             
 Russet-crowned Warbler Basileuterus  coronatus   X         X 
 Three-striped Warbler Basileuterus  tristriatus   X X   X   X 
 Buff-rumped Warbler Phaeothlypis  fulvicauda     X         
 Yellow-rumped Cacique Cacicus  cela       X       
 Scarlet-rumped Cacique Cacicus  uropygialis       X       
 Scrub Blackbird Dives  warszewiczi     X X   X   
 Shiny Cowbird Molothrus  bonariensis           X   
 Hooded Siskin Carduelis  magellanica             X 
 Yellow-bellied Siskin Carduelis  xanthogastra           X X 
 Orange-crowned Euphonia Euphonia  saturata       X       
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 Thick-billed Euphonia Euphonia  laniirostris     X         
 Golden-rumped Euphonia Euphonia  cyanocephala             ♫ 
 Orange-bellied Euphonia Euphonia  xanthogaster ♫ X X X X X   
 Yellow-collared Chlorophonia Chlorophonia  flavirostris     X   ♫     
                  

 Daily count 61 69 110 144 82 87 72

 Seen 300

 Heard-only 37

 Grand Total 337
 


